










PRICING  

• 2005 Ford Mustang V-6 Convertible remains the lowest-priced V-6 convertible in the 
industry, starting at $24,495.  

• 2005 Ford Mustang GT Convertible is the most affordable 300-horsepower drop-top 
on the road, starting at $29,995.  

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 5, 2005 - Ford Division today announced that the 2005 Ford Mustang 
Convertible is the most affordable V-6 and V-8 drop-top sports car in America - starting at 
$24,495 for the V-6 model or $29,995 for the V-8 GT. The 210-horsepower Mustang V-6 
convertible is the most powerful convertible under $25,000, while the V-8 powered Mustang 
GT is the most affordable 300-horsepower convertible muscle car. 
Mustang Convertible has thrived for 40 years by staying true to the basic formula established 
in 1964: great drop-top design combined with affordable wind-in-the-hair performance. The 
new 2005 Ford Mustang Convertible builds on that tradition with the most solid, best 
handling and most refined open-air driving character yet of this American legend. 
"Through the years, Mustang Convertible has always been a bold, powerful option for people 
looking to drop the top, smell the fresh breezes and let their troubles float away," said Steve 
Lyons, Ford Division president. "Forty years later, that need is stronger than ever, and the 
2005 Ford Mustang Convertible stands ready to serve as the most affordable drop top in 
America." 
This spring, the Mustang Convertible will join the all-new Mustang Coupe, which arrived in 
Ford dealer showrooms in October and has been an instant sensation with new car buyers. 
To date, more than 20,000 of the 2005 Mustang coupes have been sold, with tens of 
thousands more orders still waiting to be fulfilled. 
Mustang "mania" has been running rampant throughout America, with customers going to 
extreme measures to secure their piece of the American legend. One customer in Texas was 
so anxious to take delivery of his new Mustang that he insisted on paying for transportation 
to and from the company's distribution center in Kansas City. Others claim that they are 
near-celebrities since taking delivery of their new Mustangs, with on-lookers drooling over 
their new purchase at every stoplight. 
2005 Ford Mustang V-6 Convertible 
The most attainable Mustang Convertible is the well-equipped V-6 Deluxe model, which has 
a base manufacturer's suggested retail price (MSRP) of $24,495. This includes the 
destination and delivery charge. Taxes, title and license fees are not included. 
Major standard equipment includes:  

• 210-horsepower, 4.0-liter SOHC V-6 engine with Tremec 5-speed manual 
transmission  

• 16-inch painted cast aluminum wheels with all-season tires  
• Air conditioning, dual power mirrors and rear window defroster  
• AM/FM stereo with single CD player  
• Four-wheel power disc brakes  
• Ford Personal Safety SystemTM, with standard front passenger sensing to tailor the 

deployment of the front passenger air bag  
• Power door locks with remote keyless entry and power windows with driver and 

passenger door one-touch up/down 

The Mustang V-6 Convertible Premium model starts at $25,320 and adds 16-inch bright 
machined aluminum wheels with chrome spinner, Shaker 500 audio system with six-disc CD 
changer and MP3 capability and six-way power adjustable driver seat. 



Major options and appearance packages available on all Mustang V-6 Convertible models 
include an exterior sport appearance package ($295), interior upgrade package ($450), 5-
speed automatic transmission ($995), anti-lock brakes with all-speed traction control ($775), 
side air bags ($370), leather seating surfaces ($695), an active anti-theft system ($255) and 
a convertible soft boot for $195. 
2005 Ford Mustang GT Convertible The industry's most affordable 300-horsepower drop-
top sports car is the Ford Mustang GT Convertible Deluxe model, which has a base MSRP of 
$29,995. This includes the destination and delivery charge. Taxes, title and license fees are 
not included. 
Major standard equipment includes:  

• 300-horsepower, 4.6-liter SOHC 3-valve V-8 engine with Tremec 5-speed manual 
transmission  

• Four-wheel power disc brakes with four-channel anti-locking braking and all-speed 
traction control  

• Stainless steel dual exhaust with unmistakable Mustang sound  
• Front fog lamps in grille, a rear spoiler and tilt steering wheel  
• 17-inch painted cast aluminum wheels with Z-rated performance tires  
• Air conditioning, dual power mirrors and rear window defroster  
• AM/FM stereo with single CD player  
• Ford Personal Safety SystemTM, with standard front passenger sensing to tailor the 

deployment of the front passenger air bag  
• Power door locks with remote keyless entry and power windows with driver and 

passenger door one-touch up/down 

The Mustang GT Convertible Premium model, which adds a Shaker 500 audio system with 
six-disc CD player and MP3 capability and Aberdeen leather-trimmed embossed sport 
bucket seats, begins at $31,175. 
Major options available on all Mustang GT Coupe models include an interior upgrade 
package ($450), interior color enhancement package ($175), 5-speed automatic 
transmission ($995), side air bags ($370), 17-inch bright machined aluminum wheels ($195), 
active anti-theft system ($255), Shaker 1000 audio system ($1,295) and a convertible soft 
boot for $195. 
The 2005 Ford Mustang Coupe and Convertible are manufactured at the Auto Alliance 
International assembly plant in Flat Rock, Mich. The Convertible model will begin arriving in 
Ford showrooms in the spring. 







"We talked to a lot of Mustang owners when we were developing this program," says Hau 
Thai-Tang, chief engineer. "They are a very passionate group, and a lot of them told us – 
very strongly – that the all-new Mustang must have a solid rear axle."  

Although a mainstay of muscle car design, the solid axle hasn't always been viewed as its 
strong suit. Early hopped-up sedans often overwhelmed their leaf-spring live axles, which 
weren't designed for the demands of performance driving.  

The slender leaf springs were prone to sway in hard maneuvers and to wind up and "hop" 
the rear wheels under full throttle. The tendency of the low-grip bias-ply tires of the day to 
lose traction and "burn rubber" actually was a blessing in disguise, as it took pressure off the 
suspension. For 40 years, mainstream Mustangs have featured ever-improving solid rear 
axle designs.  

For 2005, Mustang's rear suspension takes a completely different approach to combat wheel 
hop. Engineers opted for a three-link architecture with a Panhard rod that provides precise 
control over the rear axle. A central torque control arm is fastened to the upper front end of 
the differential, while trailing arms are located near each end of the axle.  

A lightweight, tubular Panhard rod is parallel to the axle and attached at one end to the body 
and at the other to the axle. It stabilizes the rear axle side-to-side as the wheels move 
through jounce and rebound. It also firmly controls the axle during hard cornering.  

Constant-rate coil springs and outboard shocks are tuned for a firm yet compliant ride. The 
shocks are located on the outside of the rear structural rails, near the wheels, reducing the 
level effect of the axle and allowing a more precise and slightly softer tuning of the shock 
valves.  

The Mustang GT incorporates a separate rear stabilizer bar to reduce body lean further.  

Previous Mustangs used a simplified rear suspension linkage that acted on composite force 
vectors. By using separate longitudinal and lateral links in the all-new Mustang, engineers 
could isolate the forces acting on the rear axle and tune the bushings accordingly. As a 
result, the axle is more precisely controlled throughout its range of motion. Road shocks are 
isolated and damped, and the solid lateral control of the rear axle reduces body sway and 
improves control and stability over mid-corner bumps, known to induce a condition called 
"bump-steer."  

The solid rear axle offers several other advantages that play to Mustang's strengths. It is 
robust, maintains constant track, toe-in and camber relative to the road surface, and it keeps 
body roll well under control.  

In short, the Mustang's sophisticated rear geometry provides handling precision and 
performance worthy of a modern muscle car. But that doesn't mean all of the roadgoing 
exuberance has been dialed out of the new model. Keeping enthusiasts in mind, Ford 
chassis and powertrain engineers worked together to make sure owners of the new Mustang 
can still "chirp" the rear tires when the spirit moves them.  

BIG BRAKES PUT A STOP TO ALL OF THIS 
 



Bigger usually means better when it comes to brakes, but that's only part of the story behind 
the Mustang convertible's sophisticated standard four-wheel-disc brake system.  

Along with Mustang GT's biggest-ever rotors and 
stiffest calipers comes a new, 4-channel anti-lock 
braking system (ABS) that enhances braking 
performance. In addition to helping prevent wheel 
lock-up, the new system has electronic brake 
force distribution (EBD), which distributes braking 
power to the wheels where it can be used most 
effectively.  

Dual-piston aluminum floating front calipers clamp 
down on 316-millimeter (12.4-inch) front brake 
discs on GT models – an increase of more than 
15 percent in rotor size. On the GT, the brakes 
have 14 percent more swept area than those of 
the previous model. These rotors are 30 
millimeters thick and are ventilated to provide 
consistent stopping power, even under the strain 
of excessive heat induced by repeated hard 
braking. The payoff comes in shorter stopping 
distances, better pedal feel and longer pad and 
rotor life.  

The V-6 Mustangs get 293-millimeter (11.5-inch) ventilated rotors that also are 30 millimeters 
thick. This represents a 16 percent increase in rotor size over the brakes of the previous V-6 
model.  

In the rear, the brake rotors are 300 millimeters (11.8 inches) in diameter – more than 12 
percent larger than the previous Mustang – and 19 millimeters thick. Rear rotors are vented 
on both the GT and V-6. Single-piston calipers sweep 18 percent more area than the rear 
brakes on the previous Mustang. When it comes to total stopping power, brakes in the new 
Mustang GT are bigger – and clamp with more force – than any other regular-production 
Mustang in history.  

GRIPPING PROFILE: New Mustang wheels and tires 
 
No muscle car deserves the title unless suited up with the proper wheels and tires, and the 
new Mustang convertible won't leave the factory half-dressed. The array of wheels available 
on the Mustang is engineered to meet demanding performance requirements.  

The standard 17-inch wheels on Mustang GT are eight inches wide and equipped with Pirelli 
P235/55ZR-17 W-speed-rated all-season performance tires for year-round driving.  

V-6 models have seven-inch-wide, 16-inch wheels. As with the Mustang GT, all-season 
rubber is standard, with a slightly higher profile T-rated BF Goodrich tire, sized at P215/65R-
16. These tires are designed to offer long wear without compromising performance.  



In concert with the ABS and traction control systems, the new all-season tires make Mustang 
convertible far more practical in rain, ice or snow. On dry pavement, they provide an 
exceptionally engaging driving experience with high overall grip and good steering response.  

Aesthetically, street rodders have long known that larger wheels and tires better fill the car's 
wheel wells, adding meat to the muscle. The 2005 Mustang convertible's tires boast more 
sidewall than many other sports cars, enhancing the muscle car look and providing a better 
match for this vehicle's blend of power and handling.  





The GT's new 4.6-liter, three-valve MOD V-8 
packs 40 more horsepower than the previous 
generation Mustang V-8 and over 50 percent 
more power than the fiery small-block 289-cubic-
inch V-8 that propelled the 1964 model to 
stardom. This newfound power – on regular gas – 
is made possible by intelligent application of 
modern technology, including all-aluminum 
construction and a new head design that 
incorporates three valves per cylinder and 
variable cam timing.  

TECHNOLOGY SADDLES UP 300 
HORSEPOWER 
 
"We are very proud of the new Mustang V-8," says Terry Wagner, manager, Ford modular V-
8 engines. "Enthusiasts are thrilled at how it takes the MOD V-8 to a new level, and brings 
300 horsepower to the masses."  

The V-8's deep-skirt, lightweight aluminum engine block provides optimum stiffness and 
strength, saving 75 pounds compared with a cast-iron design. Computer-aided engineering 
was used to reinforce key areas of the block, adding rigidity without the increased weight.  

With 281 cubic inches of displacement, the Mustang GT engine generates more than 65-
horsepower per liter. This compares with the 42-horsepower per liter that wowed enthusiasts 
when Ford first wedged a small block 289-cubic-inch V-8 and four-barrel carburetor into the 
Mustang in 1964.  

One of the keys to producing 300 horsepower from this relatively small displacement is 
Mustang's new single-overhead-cam, three-valve cylinder design with variable cam timing. 
The new head gives the engine a higher compression ratio than previously possible on 87 
Octane gasoline.  

Because more airflow means more engine output, the V-8's heads use two intake valves per 
cylinder to move more air into the engine. A new, tuned-length exhaust manifold offers 
optimized exhaust flow to help scavenge burned gases from the cylinders.  

The center-mounted sparkplug is placed to provide a symmetrical flame. Longer and 
narrower than previous designs, it can extend to the center of the cylinder head, while 
leaving as much room as possible for the valves. The compact coil-on-plug ignition system 
frees space under the hood and allows more precise spark control.  

The three-valve heads are smaller than the previous two-valve heads, reducing weight, but 
offering a more direct, "ported" style path to the valves for better airflow at peak engine 
speeds. Magnesium cam covers suppress valvetrain noise and reduce weight. Taking weight 
out of the top of the engine helps to lower Mustang's center of gravity and improve handling.  

VCT – THREE LETTERS THAT MEAN MORE POWER 
 
Variable camshaft timing (VCT) was the key technology to wringing more power out of the 
engine, while simultaneously improving efficiency and reducing emissions. VCT allows the 



valves to operate at optimum points in the combustion cycle, tailored to the engine's speed 
and load at that instant.  

The Mustang VCT system allows up to 50 degrees of cam variation in relation to the 
crankshaft angle. Ford's "dual-equal" variable cam timing design shifts the timing of both the 
intake and exhaust valves together, with a single camshaft per cylinder head. This provides 
all the benefits of – but creates far less complexity and adds less weight than – VCT systems 
that actuate the intake valves separately.  

The cams operate both sets of valves using low-profile roller-finger followers, helping reduce 
friction and keeping the overall engine height – and thus, Mustang's distinctive hoodline – 
low. Cam position is controlled by an electronic solenoid that modulates oil pressure to 
advance or retard the cam timing based on input from the engine's electronic control 
computer.  

4.0-LITER SOHC V-6: ECONOMICAL PERFORMANCE 
 
With technologies such as electronic throttle control, traction control and an available five-
speed automatic transmission, the Mustang's new 4.0-liter SOHC V-6 powertrain is anything 
but basic. And with 210 horsepower and 240 foot-pounds of torque, the V-6 engine offers 
real Mustang performance at a more attainable price.  

The 4.0-liter V-6 offers quieter and smoother performance, higher output and more compact 
packaging than the previous Mustang's 3.8-liter pushrod V-6. It features low-profile heads 
with single overhead cams driven by a slave shaft mounted in the "Vee" of the engine. The 
result is a lower overall engine height than a conventional overhead cam setup. The 4.0-liter 
V-6 gets a new composite intake manifold, a unique camshaft grind, new tuned-length 
exhaust manifolds, plus a new flywheel and oil pan.  

Engineering attention also was paid to noise-reducing features including a girdled crankcase 
for increased strength and rigidity, a dual-mode crankshaft damper, coated skirt pistons, 
optimized bearing clearances and isolated composite cam covers.  



A MUSTANG FIRST – FIVE-SPEED 
AUTOMATIC 

For the first time in its storied history, Mustang is 
available with a five-speed automatic 
transmission. The 5R55S automatic, also used in 
the Lincoln LS and Ford Thunderbird, has closely 
spaced ratios that keep the engine in its power 
band to produce better acceleration, with a wide 
ratio span that provides impressive highway fuel 
economy. A new powertrain control computer 
delivers benefits in the transmission, as well as 
the engine, by precisely controlling shift duration 
and shift timing. Throttle position, engine speed, 
load, environmental factors and other parameters 
guide the transmission shift schedule.  

A new electronic interface lets the powertrain 
control module communicate with the automatic 
transmission ten times faster than before. As a 
result, the entire powertrain works together to 
deliver smooth performance.  

SWITCHING GEARS, TREMEC STYLE 
 
For those who prefer to select their own shift points, five-speed manual transmissions are 
standard on both the V-6 and GT versions of the 2005 Mustang convertible and coupe.  

















The 2005 Ford Mustang convertible comes standard with Ford's Personal Safety 
System™, a comprehensive safety technology package. The system provides increased 
protection in frontal crashes by analyzing crash factors and determining the proper 
response within milliseconds of an impact. The Personal Safety System™ utilizes dual-
stage driver and front-passenger air bags – capable of deploying at full or partial power – 
as well as safety belt pre-tensioners and energy management retractors. 
 
Standard front passenger classification sensing builds on the strength of the Personal 
Safety System™ to tailor deployment of the front-passenger air bag. If the passenger 
seat sensor detects no weight – or very little weight, like a briefcase or purse – the 
passenger air bag is automatically deactivated. If more weight is detected on the seat, 
such as that of a small child, the air bag remains deactivated and an instrument panel 
light alerts the driver. If an adult is in the passenger seat, the air bag automatically 
switches on. 
 
FIVE WAYS TO KEEP A MUSTANG IN YOUR STABLE 
 
Driving an American icon has its benefits, one of them being the attention it brings. 
However, being the center of attention has a downside when thieves want your car. 
Mustang convertible's optional active anti-theft package is aimed at not only combating 
theft, it's also targeted at high-performance car insurance premiums. 
 
1. Separate Alarm Sounder 
Car thieves often begin by disabling the vehicle's horn to disarm the alarm system. So 
Mustang employs a separate, remotely located alarm sounder that makes it harder for 
thieves to disable the system and make off with the car or its contents. 
 
2. Anti-Tow Sensor 
To guard against the growing trend of tow-away theft, an inclination-sensing module 
records the vehicle's angle of inclination when the anti-theft system is armed. If the 
sensor detects a change in vehicle inclination, it sends a signal to the alarm system, 
which triggers a separate alarm sounder and flashes the car's lights to help guard against 
tow-away theft. This sensor can also detect whether one corner or side of the vehicle has 
been jacked up, to help guard against theft of tires and wheels. 
 
3. Ultrasonic Interior Motion Sensor 
To detect "smash-and-grab" break-ins, an ultrasonic interior motion sensor determines if 
glass has been broken or if someone has placed a hand or other object inside the car. If 
an intrusion is detected, the alarm sounder is activated and the exterior lights flash to 
help deter would-be thieves. 
 
4. Perimeter Anti-Theft Protection 
Perimeter anti-theft sensors also detect the opening of the hood, doors or trunk when the 
anti-theft system is armed. If the vehicle is parked and the window is rolled down, for 
example, the alarm is sounded if a would-be-thief tries to open the door to gain access. 
 
5. High-Capacity Battery 
A 60-ampere-hour battery is capable of sounding the alarm longer. This more powerful 
battery lends an extra measure of authority to the active anti-theft system and helps 
prevent battery run-down if the Mustang convertible's powerful audio system is used 
while the engine is off.  







 
The Corvette had picked Nashville to celebrate its 50th anniversary in June of 2003. By 
contrast, only 15,000 showed up for its party at the Nashville Coliseum. 
 
"It was our Woodstocks I and II and Lollapalooza literally rolled into one," says Dave 
Turnbull, who shepherded the "Great American Pony Drive," a group of 50 enthusiasts who 
left Nashville after the anniversary party and took the long way home – all the way to 
California, back through Mustang's hometown of Dearborn, Mich., and eventually down the 
Eastern seaboard. Turnbull's group picked up the touring baton from 300 members of 
"Mustangs Across America," who made a triumphant entrance into the super speedway to 
cap a six-day convoy drive from Los Angeles to Nashville. 
 
The sponsoring Mustang Club of America (MCA) split the speedway parking lot in two 
sections. One side featured the first four body styles and the other side displayed the Fox-
platform cars from 1979-2004. Many of the Mustangs competed for awards in 140 classes 
judged by officials of the MCA. The MCA is the largest Mustang club of 250 in the world with 
more than 11,000 members. 
 
Mustangers took laps around the speedway track, swapped stories, learned about the 2005 
Mustang and collected autographs from past and present Mustang engineering team 
members – from Dr. Don Frey of the Mustang class of 1964 to Hau Thai Tang, the chief 
engineer of the 2005 model. 
 
One of the biggest attractions was high-performance entrepreneur Carroll Shelby. Reported 
Motor Trend magazine: "We suspect by the end of the first day, there wasn't a Mustang on 
the Super Speedway that didn't have Ol' Shel's signature on its dash or under its hood." 
 
"Mustang always has been successful because it's true to its heritage and core customers," 
says Steve Lyons, president, Ford Division. "Those customers created and nurtured an 
image that appeals to the mass market and helps Mustang remain king of the hill." 
 
And certainly the king of Nashville sports car birthday celebrations. 
 
MUSTANG'S ASSEMBLY PLANT FLEXES ITS MUSCLES 
 
Building a rear-drive vehicle in the same plant as a front-drive vehicle is no easy task. Yet, 
the Auto Alliance International (AAI) plant in Flat Rock, Mich., is the new home of Ford's 
rear-drive Mustang, where it joins the front-drive Mazda6. The decision to relocate Mustang 
production from the Rouge plant in Dearborn, Mich. to the AAI plant drew on Ford's flexible 
manufacturing expertise in order to create a solution that met both brand's needs. 
 
New flexible tooling was sourced, and equipment that could be refurbished to meet this goal 
was retained. That which could not was replaced. "Very little in the plant hasn't been 
refurbished, moved, or replaced in order to get ready for the Mustang," says plant manager 
Michael Boneham. 
 
Mazda started building the 2003 Mazda6 in the AAI plant in late 2002, which meant basic 
functions like the build sequence were set at this time. Changes to include the Mustang had 
to work for both vehicles, and Ford standardized its body-build process based on the Mazda 
system. 
 
Concurrently, Mazda began adding production of the Mazda6 five-door and wagon models to 
its sedan output just as Ford was looking to add the Mustang coupe and convertible on the 



same line. That meant the plant needed the flexibility to produce two cars and five basic 
variants with new machinery, and move from one shift to two. 
 
Ford added 1,400 new workers at AAI, many of whom transferred from other Ford facilities 
and brought years of experience with them. A $5 million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Labor supported programs to teach them about robotics, computers and advanced 
manufacturing methods, and supplemented the $25 million Ford invested in the hiring and 
training process. Each new worker goes through a minimum two weeks training, and workers 
who switched jobs within the plant were re-trained. This affected about 35 percent of the 
employees working each shift. 
 
In the body shop, 380 robots perform approximately 2,600 welds per car, and 40 new 
stamping dies have been added to produce 52 new parts for the Mustang. The hood is the 
only outer panel not made on site. The Ford Woodhaven (Mich.) Stamping Plant produces 
the aluminum hood, then ships it less than ten minutes down the road to the AAI facility 
which has moved to three full shifts in the stamping plant with the addition of Mustang 
production. 
 
If there is a major shift in demand, production can be moved between the two welding lines 
to support the change. Reprogramming the machinery is all it takes to allow batches of 
Mustangs to run down the Mazda weld line. The plant has a capacity to build up to 290,000 
vehicles per year. 
 
In the paint area, Ford and Mazda each have five unique colors and five shared colors. 
There is room in the process for five additional colors. The waterborne paint is applied by 68 
new Fanuc P500 robots, and the Mustang and Mazda share robotically applied liquid sound 
deadener as well. 
 
The front and rear glass also is fitted by robots. Kawasaki robots apply the primer and 
urethane sealer, and fit the front and rear glass on both the Mustang and Mazda6. An 
automated stacking and retrieval system (ASRS) was added to control the complexity arising 
from the different engine options. The Mazda6 utilizes four-cylinder engines from Chihuahua, 
Mexico, and V-6s from Ford's Cleveland, Ohio plant. 
 
V-6 Mustang motors come from Cologne, Germany, and MOD V-8s from Romeo, Mich. Yet 
the right powertrain ends up in the right vehicle every time. Finally, the powertrains and 
suspensions for both platforms are mated to the bodies on a single line; the end-of-line test 
equipment was modified to handle both front- and rear-drive vehicles. Even the fuel-fill and 
battery installation equipment had to be made flexible due to the differences between the two 
car lines. Launch quality is among the highest ever at Ford, an achievement all the more 
amazing given the scale and diversity of the task. 














